
My dear Parishioners: 
 
        St. Paul writes: “We know that all things work for good for those who love God…” Rom. 8:28.   
As we come towards the end of our third week since our Churches have been closed, as 
mandated by Bishop DiMarzio in response to the precautions needed due to the Covid 19, these 
words from St. Paul may sound strange to all of us. We are not able to be together for the 
Eucharistic celebration and even more you are not able to receive Holy Communion.   
 
     It is precisely during Holy Week and at the Paschal Triduum that we need to rightly meditate 
on how God, when everyone thought that Jesus was forever dead and gone through His death 
on the cross, turned things around.  Right now you might feel alone, desolate, abandoned even 
by God, fearful, disappointed, etc.  Precisely at this time, then you are invited to allow Jesus to 
come into your lives and offer to Him all that you are experiencing.  Believe that Jesus is with you, 
even in the midst of desolation and without the possibility of receiving the Eucharist. He has the 
power to come to you.  You might assist at Mass through television or on the internet and you 
can make a spiritual communion.  You can find the prayer on our home page website, if you do 
not have it. You can unite yourself spiritually to the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and the Lord will 
be very pleased to see your desire to receive Him.  
 
     Here are some words of saints who will inspire you: 
 
Saint Anthony Mary Claret: "I will build a chapel in my heart, and there, day and night, I will adore 
the good God making him a spiritual cult!". 
  
San Leonardo of Porto Maurizio: "If you practice the holy exercise of spiritual communion several 
times a day, after a month, you will find that your heart has completely changed". 
  
Blessed Josè Maria Escrivà: "What a source of grace is spiritual communion! If you practice it 
often, you will perceive much more the presence of God and a much greater union with him in 
your actions". 
  
The holy curate of Ars: "A spiritual communion acts on the soul like a gust of wind on the embers 
that are about to go out. Whenever you perceive that your love for God cools, you quickly make 
a spiritual communion!". 
  
St. John Paul II: "It is of great profit to cultivate in our spirit the constant desire of the Blessed 
Sacrament of the Eucharist. It is from this desire that spiritual communion was born". 
 
     At the same time, you can connect spiritually with Jesus from your own home to the closest 
Tabernacle to you.  St. Bernadette when she could not go to the grotto at Lourdes she would say: 
“Every day I go in spirit to the grotto”.   You can also go in spirit to the closest Tabernacle from 
where you live.  The Tabernacle, where Jesus is present Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity in the 
Eucharist, is the center of the territorial parish community.  It is the center of the whole parish.  
Have we ever thought about that before?   



 
    In addition, we pray that this pandemic may come to an end and allow us to gather again in 
our parish Church for the Eucharistic celebrations, to be together again.  Right now, we are 
spiritually together.  Not alone.  God is with us.  Every day I, as well Fr. Killick and Fr. Richard, 
celebrate Mass privately and I pray for all of you, especially for the sick, the elderly and the victims 
of the covid 19.  We offer the Mass for the parish Mass intentions. I pray also that God may have 
mercy upon us and upon the whole world, especially at this time.  Please join me in praying when 
you assist at Mass through television or internet and when praying the Rosary.  On Good Friday 
the Divine Mercy Novena has begun.  This pandemic is not from God but from the devil.  God 
wants only good things for His children.  Times of sufferings are always opportunity for 
purification and a way to appreciate even more all the good that God gives us especially, the 
Sacraments of the Church, in particular the Eucharist.  You are hungry now even more for Jesus 
in the Eucharist.  
 
     In the meantime, we know that nothing is impossible to God.  For those who love God, there 
is the hope and joy to know that God is always with us.  Strongly believe that.  There is no 
Resurrection without the Cross. In the midst of suffering you can find the joy of Jesus.   
 
     It is in this belief, together with Fr. Killick, Fr. Richard, Deacon Edward, Deacon Andrew and 
the staff, I wish all of you a Blessed Easter of the Resurrection of the Lord.  May God continue to 
bless you and protect you.   
 
Fr. John Tino 
Pastor 
      
 


